Newsletter of Christ Church, Troy
On a journey together with Christ -
questioning, serving and growing.
Summer 2010

Created to be Creative

Tuesday evenings at 7:00 starting June 15th, you are invited to come and engage your creative potential as we explore
what it means to be made in the image of our Creator God. Though most gatherings will be at the church, I urge you
to check Sunday announcements and/or contact the ofyce to conyrm location of activities. Worship planning will
happen either around each activity or after it. All are welcome!

June 15th Cooking ($5 to off-set costs).... For Sunday, June 20th
June 22nd Religious Poetry, Ancient and Modern for June 27th
June 29th Book Discussion: The Lorax by Dr. Seuss for July 4th
July 6th Container Gardening($5 to off-set costs) for July 11th
July 13th Pottery (details to come) for July 18th
July 20th Science and Math for July 25th
July 27th Visual Arts for Aug. 1st
Aug. 3rd Truth in Humor for Aug. 8th

Aug. 10th Hands On/DIY (Construction/Play)
Global Music with Elizabeth Woodbury Kasius

Aug. 24th Picnic @ Nichols/Torres Home:Storytelling/Folktales for 8/29

Sept. 4th Baking
(Saturday)

for Aug. 15th
for Aug. 22nd
for Aug.29th
for Sept. 5th

Pastor Janet and | are looking forward to this creative activity with you as we are all enjoying re-creation over the

Summer months.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Nina

Vacation Bible School

RENEW: The Green VBS

Grounded in the Parable of the Sower, Kids are inspired to grow in
faith, have fun, and change the world as they practice stewardship
of creation! This multi-congregation event will be June 28-July 1
at St. Johnds Episcopal Church (146 First Street) from 6-8:30pm.
Days 2-4 will be repeated on Mondays July 5th, 12th, 19th at
Oakwood Presbyterian Church from 6-8:30pm. Come for the week
or Mondays or both. Registration forms available in the ofyce. $5
total cost. Call Pastor Nina if you would like to volunteer

Sunday School Celebration and
Picnic

Sunday, June 13th the Sunday School
children, youth, and teachers will be leading
the 10:30 worship service. After church,
please plan to gather at the park past Our
Lady of Victory on North Lake Ave. We
will have a picnic and games (Softball?
Kickball?). All are welcome!
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God intends the church to be a community that embodies love, grace, and justice for all people. As a Reconciling
Congregation, we therefore afyrm the sacred worth of and welcome persons of any sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, age, marital status, race, ethnic background, economic condition, and physical or mental ability as full
participants in our community of faith. Godds love includes everyone, as does Christ Church United Methodist.
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1000+ Reasons to Say nThank Youo

Thank you to the whole Christ Church Troy congregation
for the support and encouragement youdve given to
the Peace Crane project. If youdve been enjoying the
installation in the sanctuary, please take a moment to thank
some key people on the team:

Dorcas Rose--it was her idea, more than a year ago to do
a peace crane project for Pentecost this year. She worked
tirelessly from beginnning to end to make it happen. Sharen
Holcomb--she got us into the Farmerds Market, inviting wide
participation from the community. Sharen even brought
her mom in faithfully every week to help fold, string, and
install the pights of cranes. David Barbour--he consulted
from the beginning on the design and tirelessly, along with
Jen, folded many, many cranes. David MacDonald--led the
ground crew while installing each new line and each of the
yve pights of cranes.

Thank you, too, to all our family members--spouses,
parents, kids, & grandkids--who were pressed into service
throughout the project. And ynally, a big thank you to every
person who wrote prayers, folded cranes. Without all of
you, this project would never have gotten off the ground.
It is amazing what we can accomplish when we all work
together. Alice Rose

Yes, itds money, but itds more than money.
At this point, most of you have received or will receive
your yrst quarterly giving statement. Yes, it tells how
much money you have given - to keep the building
open, pay the salaries, provide basic ofyce supplies
so we have bulletins on Sunday, pay the electric bill
so the building is warm and lit for ourselves and the
growing number of groups that use this resource in
downtown Troy, provide relief to Haiti, help rehab
a house on Ingalls Avenue, feed people at Josephts
house and Bethany center, and even build schools in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Have you been told that you are appreciated?
Have you heard that your gifts make a signiycant
difference? Do you know that your gifts change
peopleds lives?

I would like to tell you now. Please believe that you
are appreciated, your gifts make a difference, and they
change peopleds lives. Thank you for all you do.

Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

Lee Kemp, Finance Chair

Congratulations...

... to Ashley Horton who received the coveted Lo Award at Lansingburgh High for consistently high academic
achievement. In addition, the singing group Ashley belongs to, Soundwaves, was given a rating of ASuperbo at a
competition in New England this month. Ashley is the oldest grandchild of Judith Jacques Facteau, and attends with
sisters, Brittany and Chrystal, as well as her Gran and Great- Gran. Great job!

...to Nursery Staff, Amanda Busta, as she graduates high school after a very successful academic career there. We
are happy to know we will not be losing such an able nursery caregiver as Amanda will be attending HVCC in the
Fall. Congratulations.

...to Tyon Weeks and Ben Northrup as they graduate from RPI. Tyon is headed to Long Island and Ben to Detroit: we
are sorry to see them go but happy that they have done so well and wish them great success in their new careers.

...RPI grad Jacob Becker, who having completed his Masters a few months ago and landed a great job, has now
become a homeowner - great house, Juda! - though sadly, the house is just a little too far away for him to be with us
every week, though hopefully we will see him now and then, as he has become so much a part of Christ Church. We
wish Jacob continued success and much happiness in the years ahead.

...to Alison Douglass Cape, who, having successfully defended her thesis in May, and having completed 28 years
of full time school, graduates from her Fellowship in June and starts work at Mount Kisco Hospital, WWestchester
County, in August. (Her parents are sad to not have an excuse to be in Boston but maybe they can grow to like New
York City nearly as much.)
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1000 Cranes
For Pentecost worship on Sunday May 23rd, more than 1000 cranes, each holding someonegs prayer for peace, were
suspended above the pews in the sanctuary.

The large scale art exhibit will be on display at Troy Night Out on Friday May 28th. Folks attending the exhibit
will have an opportunity to learn how to fold paper cranes and view video clips of peace displayed on churchis A/V
system and projected on the front wall of the sanctuary. The Hiroshima/Nagasaki Atomic Bomb exhibit produced
by the Hiroshima Peace Museum will also be on display. The purpose of the display is to remind the public of the
destructive power of nuclear weapons and the need for nuclear disarmament.

The event will also be streamed live over the internet spreading its message for peace around the world. Folks
viewing the event on line will be able to post their intentions for peace and interact with people attending the exhibit.

To attend the event online go to http://www.ustream.tv/channel/christchurchtroyevents/v3

Such events are archived at the same site.

Origami cranes became a symbol of peace in the aftermath of World War Il, through the popularization of a story

about a young Japanese girl, Sadako Sasaki, who
died of leukemia from radiation poisoning. She was
inspired by a legend that promised a wish to anyone
who folded 1000 paper cranes.

For the Christ Church Troy project, each crane was
folded from a 12-inch square piece of lightweight
paper. To make the project more earth-friendly, most
of the paper is came from recycled items such as maps,
newspaper ads, magazines, and wrapping paper. The
yrst 90 cranes were raised on April 21st. Over
successive weeks, larger numbers of cranes where
raised, each pight increasing color, as well. More than
100 people worked on the installation.

Thanks to everyone who worked on this project which
was the inspiration of Dorcas Rose. Her daughter,
Alice, provided technical and engineering expertise
to work out how it could be done in such a large and
tall space! (And crawled around in the murky space
between ceiling and roof to make it happen.) The
cranes will be up for a while- come take look!

Devotion Nancy Burgin
Iove written about Ephesians 5:20 before. Thatés the verse
that says, fié Always give thanks for everything to God
the Father. But | never expected to be giving thanks foré

spilled milk!!

Ronds birthday was coming up. | was working hard to do a
cross stitched otter (his favorite animal) on a t shirt. Since
he was out of the country | got careless and left it on the
poor. Somehow, | managed to spill my milk T right in the
same area. Not everything got wet, but some blue thread
did. I had to rinse it out and left it by the sink to dry.

I was nearly done with the project when | realized that
10d need to outline the water T in blue. 16d taken the blue
thread upstairs and dumped it in with all my other blue.
How was | ever going to ynd the right shade again? Then
I remembered the rinsed blue thread. Was that the shade
I needed? It was! And so, | found myself, once again,
thanking God for seemingly unhelpful things T like spilled
milk.

Movie Night!

Sunday, May 30th 6:30pm.

The Singing Revolution, a documentary about the
peaceful call for change in Estonia. The movie lasts
just over 90 minutes and those who can are invited
to stay for a brief worship planning session as we
will be using the theme of this movie in worship on
Sunday, June 6, Music Sunday.

Festival Celebration Choir

The Festival Celebration Choir presents its annual
Spring Concert at 3 p.m. on Sunday, June 6, at the
Church of St. Pius X, Loudonville. The theme for
this concert is oLiving Waterso and includes not only
religious anthems, but also a group of songs from 0
South Paciycd. For more information see the poster on
the bulletin board or Marilyn Blom
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Talent Auction 2010

First, I would like to thank everyone that has donated an item or has bid on one, thank you. There are so many
interesting items and services that have been donated. Bidding is going very well and | think we will see a purry
of bidding as time gets closer to the end of the auction. You may place your bid at coffee hour or by contacting the
church ofyce. Bidding will end at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 13th. Auction items up for bid this year include:

# [ Item Donated by
1 [ Adirondack Landscape Painting Randi Bentley
2 | Guided Bird Walking Tour Kate Storms
3| Indian Dessert-Gulab Jamun Savi Mark
4| 0ut to Lunch Pastor Nina
5 | Coffee Table Book T Bob Blackmon Paintings Bob Blackmon
6 | Cream Tea to Go (for 4) Pastor Janet
7| Springerle in Autumn Dorcas Rose
8 | Crocheted Table Runner Lee Kemp
9 | Cards for all Occasions Jess MacDonald
10 | Help with Stuff Brian Aldrich
11 | Sofa 1 Sized Afghan Suzanne Sherman
12 | Mothers Little Helper Micah Torres
13 | Full Italian Dinner from Beginning to Dessert Theresa Manciocchi
14A Under the Hood Computer Checkup #1 Ron and Tim Burgin
14B | Under the Hood Computer Checkup #2 Ron and Tim Burgin
14C [ Under the Hood Computer Checkup #3 Ron and Tim Burgin
15 | Afternoon to Dye For Pastor Janet
16 | Remember Records! Pastor Janet
17A 30 Minute Guitar Lesson #1 George Garin
17B | 30 Minute Guitar Lesson #2 George Garin
17C | 30 Minute Guitar Lesson #3 George Garin
18 | Portrait by David MacDonald David MacDonald
19 | Hand Turned Cherry Bowl David Brooks
20 | Brown Hand Knit Scarf Noreen Pilette
21A| Hand Made Felted Purse (Multicolor) Noreen Pilette
21B | Hand Made Felted Purse (Blue) Noreen Pilette
22 [ 45 Minute Beginning Private Yoga Class Elizabeth Woodbury Kasius
23 [ Any Troy Yoga Class Elizabeth Woodbury Kasius
24 | Private Piano Lesson Kate Storms
25 | Clean Your Gultters John Husson
26 [ Everything You Wanted to Know About an Organ Kate Storms
27 | Establish a Small Garden at Your House Annee Borthwick
28 [ Homemade Candy Meg Greagan
29 [ White Quilted Wall Hanging Darlene Brooks
30 [ Two Home Baked Danish Puffs Darlene Brooks
31 | Gluten Free Baking Lesson For 3 Shirley Greagan
32 | Editorial Consultation (3 Hours) Ron Drummond
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Summer can be easier on family schedules...
...and meeting and organizational schedules, so...some things we can offer - at the the church, in a home or out in the
community if there is interest --

Book Discussion

A one session book group could be just 3-4 people. Here are some possibilities (for most of these you can see a copy
in the Ofyce, some of the small booklets | have multiples of already.) Sign up if any interest you and we will arrange
a discusion evening over coffee or gelato, brunch or dinner.

Creativity and environment
Darwin, Divinity, and the Dance of the Cosmos: An
Ecological Christianity: Bruce Sanguin

Faith & Politics
Living Godos Politics: Wallis
Do No Harm: Roy
Journey to the Common Good: Brueggemann

Emerging lIdeas ofwhat Church is/ could be
Meeting God in Virtual Reality: Blythe and Wolpert
They Like Jesus but not the Church: Kimball
Once and Future Faith: Jesus Seminar
Any of the books by: Diana Butler Bass
Church 3.0: Upgrades for the Future of the Church: Cole

Art and Worship
Image and Spirit: Stone

Science and Theology Jesus and the Pleasures: J. Christian Wilson

Trafyc in Truth: Polkinghorne (50p)

God & Galileo and Geering: a Faith for the 21st Science/ Philosophy

Century: Jones

God and the New Physic Paul Davies

God in the Equation: How Einstein Transformed
Religion: Powell

The God Gene: How God is Hard-wired into our

Reinventing the Sacred - A new view of science,
reason, and Religion - Kauffman

Womends Studies

Women, Class & Society in Early Christianity:

Ablaadson
In Justice- women and global economics: Jarl (133p)
Visionary Women: Ruether (59p)
The Justice Men Owe Women: Raines

Genes: Hamer

Equation of Eternity: Darling

Why God Wonit Go Away: Brain Science and the
Biology of Belief: Newberg and others

Borg, Crossan or Spong

A group could read the sme or different book by one author and discuss what they liked and did not like. easier reads
include born of a Woman by Bishop Spong; a Borg set could include his just-released yrst novel; Crossan can be a
tougher read - a historiants slant on early Christianity.

A Discussion on the Phoenix Afyrmations - similar to the 8 points for the Center for Progressive Christianity -
seeking faith statements we can say with conviction.

DVD based study courses - A very small amount of reading accompanies these courses:

Living the Questions 2.0

The best of the yrst Living the Questions with the best of Saving Jesus plus some all new material covering subjects
not covered in either: a great introduction to Progressive Christian thought with plenty of opportunity for lively
discussion. We need a minimum of 4 people committed to this yrst series of 7 sessions. Each session is 90 minutes
and we can meet whenever suits the group. The original LtQ set the congregation on its course of questioning and
growing faith and understanding.

Eclipsing Empire

Many of the congregation have already enjoyed this course but it is such a great resource we want to reach the rest
of you! See the archeological remains of the cities that were home to the early church and discover what it was that
made the yrst followers of Jesus so attractive and so different. 12 parts but can be condensed into six sessions each
90 minutes maximum, or four of 2 hour. Mostly watching the DVD of the places and hearing Borg and Crossan speak
about them. This has been very much enjoyed. Janet Douglass






