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remember waiting in line at midnight at Borders to get my copy of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (the

seventh and ynal book in the series). | recall the sense of wanting to ynd out what happens in the story and
the anxiety that someone might give away the ending before | could discover it myself... You get the idea... Well,
as | write this it is sunny and almost 70 outside (March 17th) and we are just into the second half of Lent. You are
likely reading his during Holy Week. Now, as happy as | am for this beautiful day, | also have this urge to pray: fiwait
now...you are going to give away the ending.o

Every once in awhile there is an event that everyone seems to be waiting for, watching for...For example, |

Just as the dark, cold season of winter will never have the ynal word, neither will suffering and violence and death get the
last say. The light will break forth, and a new dawn will follow the dark night of the soul. After exile there will be return.
After bondage there will be freedom. After war there will come peace. Of course, | am not giving away the ending. |
am reminding you of the beginning. Because of our conydence and assurance that from death follows resurrection and
at last a victory, now is the time for us to discover how we play a part in all the joyful, hopeful, peaceful, reconciled
endings that wait to be. And on a day like to day, it is nearly impossible to contain the Easter good news.

In fact, at Christ Church, I think we have a hard time being conyned from bursting forth with the good news of life
and love for any length of time.

A By the time you read this, the Spaghetti Supper and March Mission month will be behind us with good news for
TAUM, Bethany Center, Josephds House, Unity House and the YWCA and all of the people they serve.

A On April 17th, from 9am-1pm, | hope you are planning to join us for a time of discerning where God is leading
us as a congregation committed to bursting forth with acts of radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional
faith development, risk taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity for the remainder of 2010 and into
the year(s) to come.

A On Sunday, May 2nd, we will have a very special worship and communion between 10:30 and 10:50 and then
burst forth from the building to do service projects throughout Troy. Sign up for your project during the month of
April:prepare a meal for Josephds House, do a neighborhood clean-up, visit at a nursing home, wash police cars,
paint a mural... Plan to join us in putting our faith into action loving our neighbors in Troy. Later that afternoon
many of us will be participating in the CROP Walk.

Sundays are always filittle Easterso so even in the somber season of Lent there is the sense of joyful expectation
of Resurrection (the end of that story has been out for awhile). For too many there have been enough seasons in a
Good Friday world... it is time for us to join in being a part of happy endings... so that new beginnings grounded in

abundant life and love becomes the good news for all. Grace and Peace, Pastor Nina
- V1 CoOmMMUNILY .o 3
'_lét_léi DEVOLION. ... 3 April Birthdays........c..cocoeervnnn.. 5
Joann Green ........ccccoceveeeicnnnnns 2 Talent AucCtion..........ccccvvveriennne 4 April Calendar...........cccoovevvrnenne. 5
TAUM Spring meeting ............... 2 Cranes .......cccocvevienieenieecee e 4 April Anniversaries..................... 5
Lenten Devotionals..................... 2 Spaghetti Dinner ...........c.ccccoeee. 4 Easter Services..........ccovvrvennnn 6
Coffee TalkS .........cccovvvvvivcinn 2 FIOWEIS. ... 5 Spire Deadline..........c.cccccevn.. 6

God intends the church to be a community that embodies love, grace, and justice for all people. As a Reconciling
Congregation, we therefore afyrm the sacred worth of and welcome persons of any sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, age, marital status, race, ethnic background, economic condition, and physical or mental ability as full
participants in our community of faith. Godds love includes everyone, as does Christ Church United Methodist.






